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attacked the Sikh troops near Multan.20 In 1825 the Maharaja's
forces marched towards the Chenab with the design of seizing
Shikarpur, but the occurrence of a scarcity in Sindh induced
him to return to Lahore by the end of that year.21
All these movements were carefully watched without any
definite idea of what policy the British Government itself was
going to follow towards Sindh. The decade from 1820 to
1830 was, with one minor exception in 1825, marked by what
mav be called non-interference, coupled with keen watchfulness.
From 1825, when Ranjit Singh's army was well organised,
until the early years of Lord William Bentinck's period when
the British Government changed its policy of non-interference
and developed further interest in Sindh in the pursuit of
peaceful commercial projects, Ranjit Singh could have attack-
ed Sindh, and probably seized a portion of that country with-
out inviting even a British protest, let alone British inter-
ference. In fact the British were not at this time ' interested '
in Sindh. Ranjit Singh, realising this, made plans for attack-
ing Sindh, by providing himself with an excuse in 1826, when
he demanded from the Envoys of the Amirs at his court the
tribute which the latter had been paying to the Afghan Gov-
ernment. His argument was that since the dismemberment
of the Kingdom of Kabul he had acquired the greatest share
of it and had succeeded to its rights. This claim is practically
similar to the one previously asserted by the British in the
case of the cis-Sutlej territory when they declared them-
selves the successors of the Marathas.22 The Envoys of Sindh
20 Wade to Elliot, 7th August, 1823, 94/11.
Apart from extending his boundaries, Ranjit Singh, perhaps, wanted
gradually to feel his way to the sea coast. This is suggested by Captain
Wade, who was a very accurate judge where Ranjit Singh was concerned.
He wrote, " It is the Raja's design to extend his power to that part of
India with a view (perhaps it is hardly chimerical to suppose) of attempt-
ing to secure a maritime intercourse in that direction." See Wade's
letter, dated llth September, 1823. No other writer, however, has
attributed such a design to Ranjit Singh.
51 Vide Cunningham, Chap. VII, p. 194 (0rst edition).
**Vide Metealfe's correspondence, B-5, L-35, dated 12th December,
1808, P. G. R.
** By the issue of a war with the Marhattas, the British Government
became possessed of the power and rights formerly exercised by that